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its predecessor, which similarly experienced experiences of its
predecessor, and so on. Whitehead's system brings Into one
category both the constitution of the Central Agent by a nexus of
spatially removed sub-agents, and its own continuity of experience.
'There is thus every reason to believe that our sense of unity with
the body has the same original as our sense of unity with our
immediate past of personal experience/ (1933, p. 243.) There is,
however, a special sense of unity within the nexus8 forming the
enduring object, the Central Agent, since each actual occasion of
this nexus 'feels the feelings' of its predecessor as already unified
in that predecessor, while the feelings transmitted from the
bodily agents have to be integrated with this. In this process
there is extensive elimination of feelings incompatible with the
concrescence. This is illustrated by the fact that we only perceive
objects that are relevant to our interests at the moment, or which
force themselves upon our notice for some special reason, such as
a peculiar intensity of the sensum. It is also illustrated in another
way. In visual perception it is scarcely possible to detect the
action of the receptor agents in the eye. Everything is eliminated
from their contribution to the objective datum for the Central
Agent except those of their feelings which are due to their
prehension of the light-waves. Consequently we appear to see
the object directly, not through the mediation of the rods and
cones of the retina. In pain perception, however, we do have a
much more direct feeling of the experience of the bodily agent
concerned.

In ordinary physiological doctrine, a pain in the finger is
conceived as due to a purely physical stimulus travelling from the
finger to the brain, where it somehow, in a manner which it is not
the business of physiology to explain, gives rise to the subjective
feeling of pain. This is then referred to the place of origin of the
stimulus, the finger. What is the advantage of replacing this
description by the view that the feeling itself originates in the
finger and is transmitted to, and re-felt by, the Central Agent?
Leaving aside the metaphysical arguments of Whitehead, the
answer, as already indicated, is that by so doing we place in the
same category the continuity of experience of the conscious self
and the continuity between the processes in the parts of the body,
which for reasons already given must be considered to be feeling

8. This nexus of events corresponds functionally to Wkitehead's 'nexus of presiding
occasions.'